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"Art-A-Thon" celebrates importance of arts
Each year the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville organizes a day-long event 
called “Art-A-Thon,” with participation by 
several departments of the College. This 
year I interviewed some of the faculty, 
students and staff involved in this series 
of events. One was a poetry reading 
exercise organized by the department of 
English language and literature where-
in students presented their own work. 
Allie Velahos, current vice president of 
the department’s English Language and 
Literature Association, described their 
activities.
“For ‘Art-A-Thon’ we did a collection 
of different types of spoken word, poetry, 
readings, creative fiction and non-fiction,” 
she explained. “We kind of go across the 
board. So we tried to set this up today 
to showcase our members and what we 
write and what we do.” One of the stu-
dents reading her own poetry was Rosily 
James.
“I write poetry, so I will be speaking a 
couple of my poems today, one of which 
got accepted for publication,” James said, 
adding that her work focuses on telling 
stories. “That is what is most important to 
me.” She thinks that words in poetry are 
powerful.
“They give a message that is not the 
most everyday, but you can talk about 
the everyday in a very special and unique 
way,” she said. “It really brings to life 
things that are not necessarily brought 
to life very often. It makes you think in 
ways that fiction, or creative non-fiction 
doesn’t. It makes you work much harder.”
Another event was a ceramics sale and 
exhibit organized by the department of 
art and design. One of its visitors was 
Katherine Poole-Jones, an assistant profes-
sor of art, who spoke about the importance 
of promoting the arts in the community.
“I think that if you look around you 
can see the level of achievement our stu-
dents have gotten to,” she said. “These are 
some incredible pieces and I think it’s 
important to share not only with the SIUE 
community, but also with visitors coming 
from Edwardsville and even St. Louis. I 
think they know the level of quality of the 
students and the types of products they 
are creating within the department.” 
Another visitor to the exhibit was the 
chair of the department, Barbara Nwacha, 
who said that she has seen an evolution in 
styles and techniques being used by the 
student artists.
“We see things shift from year to year 
depending on what the graduate students 
are doing and what their focus might be,” 
she said. “In the past we have seen grad-
uate students do ceramic work that has 
typography or graphics in it. We have a 
little of that coming back now this year. 
Sometimes we have people who are work-
ing more on ceramics to be displayed on 
the wall with less concern about function.” 
Another of the events that took place 
during this art extravaganza was a rep-
resentation of a theater piece titled “Life 
is A Dream” by the Spanish writer Pedro 
Calderón de la Barca.  I spoke with the 
chair of the department of theater and 
dance, James Wulfsong, who designed 
the stage for this piece, and asked why 
the faculty decided on this particular 
performance. 
“I think in many ways de la Barca 
is very similar to Shakespeare for the 
Spanish speaking world,” he said. “He is 
that equivalent, that massively known. 
At our talk back at our performance last 
night one of the audience members, a 
professor of Spanish, brought up the fact 
that Spanish-speaking school children 
learn it in classes. In the same way we 
know ‘to be or not to be,’ they know his 
lines. So it was really poignant for us 
to talk about whether life is a dream or 
not. The deeper philosophical thoughts 
that are a part of this are something that 
today’s college students encounter.” But 
what is the author trying to say with such 
a provocative title?
“That’s a tough one,” said Wulfsong. 
“I think, at least for me personally, it is 
deeply about who you are and what you 
are and to be true to that. The characters 
here really are doing that. Chuck Harper, 
the director, mentioned that the character 
Rosaura is a very strong and powerful 
female role who is going out and adopt-
ing a male role to restore her honor. But 
she is going out and doing it for herself. 
Segismundo, the main character, finds his 
own honor and intelligence and nobility. 
He finds that nobility within and brings 
that forward.” 
Another event was a concert from the 
steel band at SIUE. I talked with its 
director, Dan Smithiger. “I think a lot of 
students are very interested in the music 
of the Caribbean and they know it’s open 
enrollment,” he said. “They can come and 
play and audition a little bit for me and 
play in one of the groups. I think a lot of 
people want to be part of it.”
A few months ago the band went to the 
birthplace of that music, the Caribbean 
country of Trinidad and Tobago. “I think 
it was a great experience,” Smithiger said. 
“The kids took in a lot of the culture and 
got to interact with a lot of the people 
there. So we brought the culture, the 
music and some of the social aspects back 
and shared them with a lot of people 
here.” 
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning 
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The SIUE steel band.
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In the past few years, Columbus fifth 
graders have been actively involved in 
STEM-related projects.  They have built a 
battery farm, converted a Barbie Jeep to a 
solar powered car, designed and built radio 
controlled airplanes, and have launched 
a weather balloon into near-outer space – 
the latter two projects  were developed by 
Fitzgerald. 
Continuing the theme of integrating 
STEM into hands-on projects that also fit 
into the district’s curriculum, Fitzgerald 
designed the rover project.  The three-phase 
rover project’s goal was to build a rover, 
similar to the Mars rover, learn to drive it 
through the rover’s on-board camera and 
then learn how to use GPS satellites to 
program way points on a map allowing the 
rover to navigate the path autonomously.
Fitzgerald visited the students at the 
beginning of the year and went over phase 
one.  “We learned about the different com-
ponents that go into making the rover – the 
radio-controlled transmitter, receiver, drive 
motors on each wheel, the servo-actuator 
to steer it, a battery and a voltage regula-
tor – and how to assemble the parts on the 
rover,” Fitzgerald said.  “Then the students 
drove the rover via radio control.”
Phase two involved driving the rover 
on the school’s parking lot while navigat-
ing it from inside a classroom with only 
the rover’s on-board video camera as the 
student-driver’s line of sight.  During this 
phase the students learned about the com-
ponents of a video system.  “There’s the 
camera, the transmitter – blue box on wind-
shield, the receiver that’s up in the room 
and the monitor. So the signal comes out 
of the camera, it goes into the video trans-
mitter, it transmits it up to our room and 
the receiver grabs that signal and it comes 
through on our monitor. And that allows 
us to see what the rover sees,” Fitzgerald 
explained.
Phase two came to a conclusion in 
December when 120 Columbus fifth grad-
ers drove the rover via virtual reality gog-
gles across their school parking lot while 
seated in a second-floor Columbus class-
room.  The goggles allowed the student 
drivers to see through the rover’s on-board 
camera as each navigated through the park-
ing lot using a hand-held transmitter with 
two joysticks which controlled the rover’s 
movement.
The final phase recently required that the 
students review what they had learned and 
then program the rover to navigate through 
14 designated way points on the EHS football 
field.  “Basically it’s a GPS system that the 
kids interfaced with through an open source 
mission planning program on a computer 
in their classroom,” Fitzgerald said. “They 
programmed tasks remotely to the rover, 
and then they executed that task or mission 
as they watched the rover drive around the 
pre-programmed path autonomously – all 
from their Columbus classroom.”
Throughout the day, each of the five fifth-
grade classrooms took turns programming 
the rover and then watching to see if they 
had navigated it correctly across the football 
field.  Each class earned extra credit if the 
rover passed directly over way points 3, 6 
and 7 with an ultimate goal of stopping the 
rover at the last way point with the front 
bumper of the rover as close  as possible to 
the center of the Tiger paw, located at the 
center of the EHS football field.
The classroom that navigated the rover to 
stop closest to the center of the Tiger paw 
was revealed during the fifth-grade awards 
assembly on Wednesday.
Fitzgerald pointed out that the STEM 
projects he had developed for the students 
were only partially about space balloons, air-
planes or rovers.  There was a much broader 
picture.  “They have been more about the 
processes that run behind these great end 
products,” he said.  “It is about taking a 
concept or idea and bringing it to reality – 
critical thinking and problem solving.  It is 
understanding that there is a template that 
you can apply to many things in life to help 
you achieve goals and understand the world 
around you a little better.”
Fitzgerald said that a quote from one 
of his modern day heroes, Neil deGrasse 
Tyson, host of the remake series "Cosmos" 
and a leader in the country’s science literacy 
movement, sums up why STEM related, 
hands-on projects are so very important in 
our educational system.  “Knowing how to 
think empowers you far beyond those who 
know only what to think,” Fitzgerald said 
quoting Tyson.  
Schlueter also commented about the value 
of the project cross-curriculum and empha-
sized the importance of the partnerships 
involved in implementing it.  “I am especial-
ly happy to continue working with teachers 
and parent volunteers to provide students 
with STEM activities that help students 
gain real life experiences in the classroom,” 
Schlueter said.  “Students were provided 
with the opportunity to gain some insight 
into the engineering process that is used by 
many of their parents in their jobs.  They 
saw first hand how technology is used in the 
design.  Getting ready for the technology of 
tomorrow involves learning the technology 
that is available today.  They worked on goal 
setting and were able to incorporate what 
they learned into the writing curriculum.”
While Fitzgerald designed the program 
and provided the technological know-how 
behind the project, implementing all of its 
numerous moving parts required the col-
laboration of many people including the 
district administration, EHS staff, Schlueter, 
the Columbus fifth grade teachers and vol-
unteer Scott Thompson.  Through their col-
laboration, the rover project and its conclud-
ing day ran seamlessly which Fitzgerald 
acknowledged and thanked all of those 
involved who helped make the experiences 
possible.
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Kohlberg said Fisher was stopped at 1:21 a.m. for allegedly making a 
right turn on red at the intersection of Vandalia and North Main Street.
According to a law enforcement sworn report from Edwardsville Police 
Officer Jackson Nolan, “Fisher operated a motor vehicle on East Vandalia 
(public roadway) and failed to yield at a red light while turning right onto 
North Main Street. Fisher had bloodshot/glossy eyes, strong breath odor 
of alcoholic beverage, slurred speech, failed SFST’s (Standardized Field 
Sobriety Tests).”
Fisher was administered a breathalyzer test, which showed an alleged 
blood alcohol level of .131.
The charge was elevated to a felony due to previous convictions or 
receiving court supervision for previous driving under the influence inci-
dents on May 20, 1999, and July 18, 2000
Kohlberg said, Edwardsville Police have filed paperwork to seize 
Fisher’s vehicle, a 2000 Honda Accord. 
Fisher is not currently in custody. 
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Hightower noted that the technology initiative has already provided 
District 7 classrooms with PolyVision interactive whiteboards and the soft-
ware necessary to assist in instruction and learning for all District 7 students. 
“During the summer, more than 500 computers will be replaced, and in the 
future, wireless access within buildings will be increased and implementa-
tion of teacher tablets across the district will begin,” Hightower added.
Herman Shaw, President of the LSAF, pointed out that members of the 
community can help by purchasing one or more tickets at $20 each.  “It’s 
important to note that 100 percent of the proceeds generated by the dance, 
as well as other donations, will go directly to the district’s technology ini-
tiative,” Shaw said in a release.  “The LSAF will cover the cost of the band, 
facility, food and other expenses.  The dance should be a fantastic event – a 
fun-filled night of dancing, good music, hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar.  We 
hope to have a great turn-out.”
Tickets are available at TheBANK of Edwardsville at 330 West Vandalia 
St., the Edwardsville Public Library at 112 Kansas St.,  RP Lumber at 514 East 
Vandalia St., and the Market Basket at 447 South Buchanan St.
Those who cannot attend but wish to donate to the cause can send a 
check payable to the Lincoln School Alumni Foundation, PO Box 916, 
Edwardsville, IL, 62025.  Write District 7 Technology Initiative in the memo 
section to make sure your donation is applied to this event.





Graduates of the Southwestern Illinois College Radiologic Technology program recently gathered at St. Peter’s Cathedral in 
Belleville for the 2014 Health Sciences Pinning Ceremony. Radiologic Technology graduates from Madison County include: from 
left, front row, Katie Manchester of Collinsville, Nicole Hill of St. Jacob and Ashtin M. Diekemper of Collinsville; back row, Brandy 
Carpenter of Granite City, Zachary Dintaman of Troy and Kristina L. Prater of Highland. Through the use of X-rays and other 
specialized technology such as ultrasound, MRI and CT scanning, radiologic technologists provide doctors with an internal view 
of the human anatomy to help them make a diagnosis and check medical progress. SWIC offers a two-year Associate in Applied 
Science degree in Radiologic Technology. This year, a total of 204 students graduated from SWIC Health Sciences programs. 
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